
MAGIC 
Memphis Area Geographic Information Council 

Board Meeting: 05/16/2007 
 Prepared by Shawn Anderson - Secretary 

 
 
Board Members Present: Ronny Blackburn – President, Shawn Anderson, Ryan Hanson, Janiece 
Riggins, Kevin Bingham, Jim Milford, Tom Lawrence, Rick Wery, Glen McDaniel, Jim Butcher, Vic 
Young, Richard Stieg, Lema Kebede, Joyce Brasell 
 
Board Members Not Present: Todd Graves 
 
Location: Memphis Central Library, 3030 Poplar Ave., Memphis, TN  38111 
 
Meeting Started: 1:31pm 
 
Meeting brought to order by the President Ronny Blackburn with quorum 
 
Agenda: 
1) Approval of the 3/21/2007 Board meeting minutes 
2) Treasurer’s Report 
3) Committee Reports 
4) Old Business 
5) New Business 
 
 I. Approval of the 3/21/2007 Board meeting minutes 
 

 A. President Ronny Blackburn presented the minutes from 3/21/2007.  Motion by Jim Milford to 
accept minutes as read, seconded by Joyce Brasell.  Affirmed by voice of “I”, vote 
unanimous. 
 

 II. Treasurer’s Report 
 

 A. Jim Butcher presented the Treasurer’s Report to the Board.  A copy is included with the 
minutes.  
i) Rick Stieg updated the Board on the 501c3 status.  TNGIC is waiting for approval.  We 

will use their approved application as a template for ours.  There is a non-refundable $500 
application fee whether we get approved or not. 

ii) Jim Milford suggested President Ronny Blackburn should write a check to Jim Butcher 
from the MAGIC account to cover his expenses for flowers from Della Adam’s mother’s 
funeral. 

 
 III. Committee Reports 
 

 A. Conference: 
i) President Ronny Blackburn wanted input from the Board for a keynote speaker.  The 

conference is coming up fast so we need to find someone.  Several options were proposed 
but nothing finalized. 

 



 B. Communication / Public Relations: 
i) Jim Milford mentioned the MAGIC newsletter will be published next month.  Articles 

would be greatly appreciated 
ii) All broken links on the website have been fixed 
iii)  President Ronny Blackburn suggested survey/polls for the next newsletter 
iv) Tom Lawrence stated press releases are needed 1 month in advance to properly announce 

the meeting in local publications 
  
C. Membership / Development 

i) Ryan Hanson mentioned the membership continues to grow 
ii) Ryan Hanson said the class survey has been completed and will be distributed by email or 

website.  Details will be worked out shortly. 
iii) Apparently, there are multiple lists of members for MAGIC.  Ryan Hanson, Jim Butcher 

and Shawn Anderson will compile the information and create two lists:  overall and 
member.  Once the list is compiled, we may send out a mass email to membership w/ 
option for removal from the group list.  Discussion was held about restarting memberships 
based on the upcoming 2007 GIS conference.  Memberships would run from January 1st 
to December 31st. 

iv) Rick Stieg said the scgis@latte.memphis.edu email list service will not be available after 
July 1st.  We need to establish a new group list through yahoo, sharepoint or some other 
entity. 

 
D. Training / Education 

i) Ryan Hanson mentioned once the surveys have been made available to the public, we will 
have a better idea of training class needs 

ii)  President Ronny Blackburn presented an idea of outsourcing the class training and 
suggested www.teachmegis.com.  It may not work out this year but we may keep it in 
mind for next years conference. 

iii) Joyce Brasell mentioned there will be two classes offered this Fall from Northwest MS 
Community College.  The announcement is included with the minutes.  There will also be 
an ArcGIS I & II class offered in July to MS employees.  Non MS citizens will be 
responsible for book costs - $275.  A parcel mapping class will be offered in July.  More 
details will come soon. 

iv) Jim Butcher stated TNGIC will offer ArcGIS I & II classes this year at 7 locations within 
the state of TN.  They will be offered to members and non-members of TNGIC but costs 
are higher for non-members.  MAGIC may want to sponsor lunch for the one held in west 
TN. 

v) Rick Stieg said classes of Pictometry will be available this summer for the new images 
and software.  

 
E. Bylaws: 

i) Rick Wery presented the Board with By-Law changes and additions.  The Board decided 
to table the changes until the June meeting.  Once approved by the Board, they will be 
made available to the general membership for 30 days.  After the review, the changes will 
be presented at the July general meeting for approval. 

 
F. Nominations: 

i) Shawn Anderson reported the nomination process has been reviewed.  More information 
will be available when the deadline approaches for elections.  Any ideas or suggestions 



should be directed to him or Todd Graves 
 

 IV. Old Business 
 

 A. 501c3 status – see Article II, Section A of Treasurer’s Report 
 
 B. SONS status – Vic will make a presentation in the general meeting with details 

 
 C. MAGIC Business Meetings Presenters 

i) Rick Stieg mentioned a presentation of ArcGIS server by ESRI for the July meeting.  The 
Board seemed accepting of the idea.  We still need a speaker for September. 

 
 V. New Business 
 

A.  TNGIC Conference Report – Rick Stieg gave a report on the TNGIC conference this past 
April.  It was a great success and more than likely will be held in Chattanooga again next year. 

 
Motion to adjourn, Jim Butcher 
Second by Rick Stieg 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 PM 




